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The Crystal Museum
of Colle di Val D'Elsa
Is located in the
underground area of the
former Schmidt crystal

and glass factoruy.

The various exhibition
areas reconstruct the
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Filippo Fornai, the architect,
conceived the museum as a
location where the beauty
of the installations and
design products combine with their
surroundings, stimulating
emotions and evoking the idea of
crystal's purity,
fragility and hardness.

The first things that come to mind
when we think of glass, especially
crystal, are its transparency, the way
it reflects water and ice and the
lightness of air.

Indeed, crystal and glass
embody the elements
of fire, air, water and earth.
Earth, since it is born of
sand and lead;
fire, since it melts into incandescent
matter like magma.

Water, since it is utilised for
cooling. Air, for its softness.
Based on these four components, the
exhibition design aims to bring them
out within the exhibition hall through
the use of certain materials,
colours and installations.
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The ceiling of the entrance recalls the component
of water and the crystal bubbles blown by artisans.
Looking at the structure, the image of

water droplets breaking away from the

undulating surface instantly comes to mind.

The system uftilised consists of panels in

polished, hammered stainless steel with a mirror

effect, laid on a T-grid structure.
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"The Galaxy room takes on a tour of the crystal
manufacturing process, evoking the four natural elements " G a | a X " ro D m
by transparting visitors to a different U

time-dimension"
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The panels that cover the entire room are made of
polished stainless steel mirror effect to enhance
the effect of the video projections, fragmenting
and decomposing the architectural space info a
kaleidoscopic tunnel where a vortex of light and
emotion fransports the visitor into a new

space-time dimension.
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CREDITS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Crystal Museum was realised by Colle di Val d'Elsa Municipality with
the funding: REGION OF TUSCANY POR FESR 2014-2020 "OBJECTIVE
INVESTMENTS IN FAVOUR OF GROWTH AND EMPLOYMENT" -
URBAN AXIS: "REDEVELOPMENT AREA WOODS - THE NEW
EX-GLASSWORKS SQUARE" AND "REDEVELOPMENT OF FORMER
GLASSWORKS BOSCHI AREA.

Responsible of the project for Colle di Val d’Elsa Municipality:
Arch. Claudio Maori

Eng. Gianni Cesari

Eng. Margherita Anastasi

Eng. Andrea Beltrami

Design and supervision of renovation and reconstruction works:
S.T.I.G. Studio tecnico Associato

Scientific Project Committee:

Giacomo Baldini (Director of Colle di Val d'Elsa Museums)
Cristiano Bianchi (Councillor for Culture Colle di Val d'Elsa Municipality)
Miriana Bucalossi (Association La Citta del cristallo)

Sandra Busini (Culture Office Colle di Val d'Elsa Municipality)
Filippo Fornai (Project architect)

Annica Gelli (Opera Laboratori)

Silvano Giusti (Association La Citta del cristallo)

Marcello Martini (Association Pro Loco di Colle di Val d’Elsa)
Mario Provvedi (Association Pro Loco di Colle di Val d’Elsa)
Duccio Santini (Association La Citta del cristallo)

Leonardo Terreni (Archaeologist)

Tommaso Vannini (Association Pro Loco di Colle di Val d’Elsa)

Alessio Vigni (Senesi Museums Foundation)

Scientific project:

Leonardo Giovanni Terreni
Museographic project:

Alessio Vigni

Design and Construction Supervision:
Arch. Filippo Fornai

Design and graphic realisation:
Dinamo Digitale, Colle di Val d’Elsa (SI)
Video design and realisation:

Kiné soc. Coop., Colle di Val d’Elsa (51)

Lighting project:
Light Companuy, Florence

Electrical installations project:
Eko-Tek Engineering, Siena

Companies:

Architect Costruzioni s.r.l., Perugia

CEMECO s.r.l,, Macerata

Consorzio Stabile R.C.R. - impresa consorziata VE.LA. S.R.L.
Eco - Tecnology

Geotecnica Palazzi - Giomarelli s.r.l.

Marioff s.r.l.

Paesaggi Umbri consorzio Klab s.r.l.

Paradigma s.r.l.

Rossi Vasco s.n.c.

Sigma srl

Thanks to: Colle di Val D'Elsa Municipality, all the
technical-scientific committee that participated in the project,
the confractor Ve.la s.r.l. and the Consortium Stabile RCR for
mounting the false ceiling and the panels supplied by Atena
S.p.A.
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Atena special ceilings
Include a wide range of
customised systems that
are easy to install,
safe and durable.

They are
characterised by maximum
customisation, high quality

materials and a variety of
aesthetic and
decorative finishes.

Find out more

atena-it.com
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